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Entering a new market can be very confusing

Our Trade and Credit Information Department
(TCID) specialises in providing businessmen with
information on potential customers and associates both
here in Hong Kong and all the other major world markets.

In the twenty years we have been doing this work we
have built up a vast store of knowledge and experience.

We now regularly handle everything from a simple
request for a banker’s opinion to solving more complex
problems like finding a suitable manufacturer or
distributor for overseas concerns.

And as we are part of The Hongkong Bank Group

with over 400 branches in 40 countries, we are perfectly
placed to help just about everyone.

. The TCID’s service is free.

Just contact us through any branch of any member of
The Hongkong Bank Group, or phone 5-2677396 in
Hong Kong.

The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation
Trade and Credit Information Department
Head Office: 1 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong.
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Thinking of Retirement Benefits?
For your staff ?
For yourself ?

For all forms of
Retirement Benefits and
Group Life Assurance Schemes
consult:

GUARDIAN ASSURANCE CO., LIMITED

2nd Floor, Swire House, P O. Box 94, Hong Kong. Telephone: 5-233061

You get a great deal from Guardian.
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Unsettled,

Unhappy -
and Unwanted!

The plight of the Vietnamese refugees is
very similar to that of many other forced
migrations of people throughout history. The
circumstances causing the exodus are also
depressingly familiar and only the numbers
involved and the scale of the relief efforts re-
quired may be somewhat different to earlier
refugee movements. | can recall personally
quite clearly the shocking circumstances of
famine and death in Bengal and Bihar in 1943
and 1944, when millions of people normally
resident in the countryside in small towns and
villages struggled to reach major cities with
their families, believing that there would be
some measure of relief there. Tragically there
was none, and it was reliably reported at the
time that over one million people died from
the effects of the famine and forced mig-
ration. | have never forgotten the widespread
distress and the utter hopelessness that the
few relief agencies capable of assisting had to
face. Entire families died of starvation and
malnutrition en route to the cities. There was
no lack of sympathy with the plight of the
people who were moving and these were not
of course refugees in the true sense of the
word. Nevertheless the administrative systems
then available were simply not adequate for
the task, and sympathy does not fill stomachs.
So the death toll mounted to horrific levels.

The situation of the Vietnamese refugees is
in one sense not unlike that of the Bengalis
and Bihar’s so many years ago. They too are
on the move in completely uncertain circum-
stances with little more than hope to sustain
them in the dangerous passage towards safety
and succour. The dangers. cannot be over-
magnified. The evidence available of com-
pletely unseaworthy vessels, crowded to the
point of sinking, venturing on to the high seas
in typhoon prone weather conditions provides
eloquent testimony. to the bravery of despair.
It could hardly be supposed that the Hong
Kong Government would fail to recognise this
situation and the need to interpret it in
humanitarian terms. It is simply inconceivable
that the Hong Kong authorities should
attempt to do what so many others have in
fact done, that is, provide food and water and
push the boats back out again to sea where
their occupants would face an almost certain
death. Hong Kong has become for many of

the Vietnamese not the first port of call but
the last.

It cannot be said however that the Viet-
namese are welcome here. They are most
decidedly not, and the quicker that the United
Nations relief arrangements can provide re-
settlement and reduce the enormous burden
on the U.N. Relief Agencies and on Hong
Kong, the better. But in the meantime, there
is sense in ensuring that employable persons
among the Vietnamese are given work in
socially acceptable ways. There are three basic
benefits. The first is that the refugees are
human beings with the need for human
dignity, based on the ability of the bread
winner to work and to provide for his family.
This is therefore fundamental to the social
istability of each camp and each community
unit within the camps. Secondly, earnings
from constructive work by the refugees
reduce the burden on the agencies and the
Hong Kong authorities. Thirdly, and import-
antly, the contribution which Vietnamese
workers can make to the Hong Kong
economy may be quite substantial, bearing in
mind the relative shortage of certain kinds of
workers which we have experienced in Hong
Kong during the last decade. Even with a
possible recession in 1980 to consider, there is
still a good deal of economic value to be
‘obtained by ensuring the widest possible use
of Vietnamese labour. Their contribution to
the economy can be considered as a form of
repayment for the haven and security which
they have been given, and | am sure many of
the Vietnamese themselves will not consider
this view unreasonable.

Our main article in the Bufletin this month
is devoted not to the problems of the Viet-
namese nor the difficulties facing the
authorities looking after them, but.to their
growing contribution to Hong Kong’s manu-
facturing industries and therefore to the Hong
Kong economy. It is my personal hope that
this contribution will expand to the point
where every employable Vietnamese is pro-
ductively employed during his enforced stay

in Hong Kong. 4%2
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“At the Shamshuipo camp, the air is rent with howls that recall

the site’s former use as a Japanese prisoner-of-war camp during the

second world war. These come from the slaughter house just over
the fence. There is anguished wailing inside the camp t00 — from
the refugees who have had no response to the letters and telegrams
they have sent to families left behind in Vietnam.

“Few people are however lying in the bunks inside the camp,
because 60 per cent of the adults among the 7,000 residents of
Shamshuipo are out during the day working in Hong Kong
factories. Since August 1, when the United Nations cut off its
food allowance as an incentive to work, most families in the camp

have become self-supporting.”’

For several years, Hong Kong’s manu-
facturing industry has suffered from a
shortage of labour. The arrival of the
Vietnamese refugees — unwelcome
though they were (and are) — has to
some extent alleviated this situation.
‘According to the count when this
article was prepared, the number of
refugees landed in Hong Kong totals
68,000. This represents a high propor-
tion of the number of additional
workers Hong Kong’s manufacturing
industry is said to require in order to
bridge the labour gap. At the very
least, the potential supply of labour
can be considered significant.
Government statistics for March
1979 showed that the industrial
sectors where labour shortage was
most acute were:— electronics, with
13,668 vacancies, garments — 30,854,
plastics — 6,328 and metal products —
5,112. Respectively, these industries
were 16.5, 10.2, 7.0 and 6.1 per cent
short of labour. Vacancies of course
do not represent the total demand for
labour which is normally much higher

labour mobility and probably wages as

Extract from the Economist July 21,1979,

than total reported vacancies.

If every one of the employable
refugees was absorbed into local indus-
try, there is no doubt that pressure on |

well would be reduced. This effect, |
and the refugees contribution to our
economy, because they are to be
resettled elsewhere within a year or so,
is only transitory and limited.

Since employment statistics for
September are not available, it is im-
possible to indicate precisely the
extent by which the labour shortage in
industry has been reduced. Nonethe-
less, some 13,000 refugees are at
present employed in local industries,
concentrated in the neighbourhood of
the various camps. Refugees from the
Shamshuipo camp work in the
Cheungshawan district, those from Kai

Tak spread over Kwun Tong and San #*

Po Kong, and refugees in Tuen Mun
have been absorbed in the industries of
this rapidly expanding area.

The refugee drama started last
December when a Panamanian register-
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ed vessel, Huey Fong, carrying 3,000
people, arrived in
Throughout spring and early summer,
the influx continued to mount until it
reached a peak in June, when a total
of 19,650 refugees arrived. In July,

when the special United Nations con- |

| ference on refugees was held in
Geneva, the number for the month fell
to about 8,800.

About half of the refugees here
were accommodated by the Hong
Kong Government, and the other half
by the United Nations High Commis-
sion for Refugees (UNHCR). At
August 1, the direct cost to the Hong
Kong taxpayers had been $50 million.

While critics blame the Government
for spending large amounts of the tax-

payer’s money on the refugees, many

manufacturers concede that ; the
refugees have helped to ease the labour
shortage problem, and maintain wage
levels. :

These manufacturers, particularly
those in the electronics and garment
industries — the two sectors where the
labour shortage has been most acute —
suggest that refugees wha can match
local workers in productivity . and
quality should be employed on a
temporary basis, and thus contribute
to the Hong Kong economy. They
believe that this will help to reduce
social “tension in the camps, “provide
families -with- earnings, and directly
help exports.

Fairchild Semiconductor’s Manag-
ing Director, Donald Brettner, agrees
that the refugees have helped in éasing
Hong Kong’s labour  problem.
“Although these refugees are going to
be resettled within a short period,
manufacturers should be.encouraged
to employ them regardless,” Mr.
Brettner said. “This could take away

‘Hong Kong. &

some of the burden from the Govern-
ment, and help Hong Kong's indus-
try.”

~ Refugees are assimilated in local
industry through different channels.
They either approach employers
directly by responding to newspaper
advertisements and street posters, or
register with voluntary employment
agencies stationed in the refugee
camps. Employers also from time to

time seek out workers in the camps.

According to some refugee workers,

Hong Kong employers have treated
them unfairly. These refugees allege
that they are given lower wages than
those originally offered, and in some
cases, they have been dismissed with-
out sufficient notice, or severance pay
in lieu of notice.
- Associate - Director of the Hong
Kong Christian Industrial Committee
Hans Lutz, told The Bulletin that
many such complaints have been
received by his Committee. “Whenever
we meet the refugees, we receive a
significant number of complaints.” Mr.
Lutz said.

Manufacturers explain that refugee
workers are usually required to serve a
probational period of between two to
four weeks, during which they receive
about $5 per day less in wages than

their local counterparts. Their wages
equal those of local workers upon
satisfactory completion of the proba-
tion period. On the other hand,
employment for unsuccessful proba-
tioners is terminated.

An officer who works in the Jubilee

Camp said refugee workers who
register with them are usually treated
fairly because, ‘“we ask employers who
approach us to pay them fair wages,

although we do not have power to

enforce this. However, refugees who
seek jobs themselves may risk the
danger of being underpaid because
they are unfamiliar with the rates’ in
local factories.”

Whilst alien workers grumble about
unequal treatment, local employees
point out that because of the presence
of refugees, they have found it harder
to bargain with their employers.
“In the past, we could more easily
negotiate for wage increases because
our boss didn’t want his competitors
to lure us away. The situation is quite
different now, because the attitudes of
our employers have changed. Their
attitude is: “If you don’t take the job,
somebody else will take it” a local
factory worker said.

Comments a Tuenmun manu-
facturer: “This is a question of supply







How to keep money infashion

Running a fashion company needs more than just style.
You need to know your market, and you need to know where
to get everything from buttons to bows.

So, like any other good businessman, the first thing
you need is the Yellow Pages.

What's more, if you're one of the people who supply the fashion
trade, the first thing you need is an ad. in the Yellow Pages.
The Yellow Pages prints more than 1 million copies a year. That's alot of
advertising going to a lot of people 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
It means that if you advertise in the Yellow Pages, a lot of
the right people will see your ad.

A lot of those people will call you. So you'll do more business
and make more money.

So far as we know, that'll always be in style.

For more information call 5-742271/9

For Zippers
See Yellow Pages —
Zip Fasteners.

For Models
See Yellow Pages —
Modelling Agencies.

For Buttons

See Yellow Pages —
Button Manufactuers
and Merchants.

For Thread
See Yellow Pages —
Thread.

For Cloth
See Yellow Pages —
Textile Manufacturers.

For Lace

See Yellow Pages —
Lace Manufacturers
and Merchants.

For others

such as packers, delivery.

service, insurance brokers .
and agents, bankers etc., 1'“
just look in the Yellow Pages. b




and demand. Where there are adequate
labour resources, wages tend to remain
steady, regardless of where the re-
sources come from.”

Mr. Lutz says that the employment
of. refugee workers has created an
atmosphere of insecurity among local
workers, because they feel that their
employers can always draw on other
resources. In spite of this, the presence
of the refugee workers has not really
threatened the employment oppor-
tunities of local workers “The number
of refugees seeking work is still insign-
ificant compared with the immigrants
from China,” Mr. Lutz said. “There
has not been any case where local
people are unemployed because of the
refugees.”

Says the Acting Secretary for
Security, Morris Morgan, “There is no
sign that they (the refugees) have yet
filled all the vacant jobs in Hong Kong,

and there is always the risk of a change
of economic circumstances.”
Regarding Government’s attitude
on the employment of refugees, Mr.
Morgan said there is no restriction on

employment other than usual legisla-

tive provisions governing employment &

in Hong Kong. He admitted that the
refugee workers may be paid at
slightly below normal rates, but how-
ever pointed out, ‘‘they are not subject
to the same expenses, such as rents,
which fall on Hong Kong residents,
and they are of course only temporary
and largely untrained employees with
their sights fixed firmly on overseas
employment.” :

Mr. Morgan said, “The effects of
the refugees on Hong Kong have not
been entirely negative and disruptive.
However, any short term advantage for
employers must be weighed against
possible long term disadvantages and

and

increased pressure on social
community facilities.”

The Geneva Conference, he said,
has raised expectations for the
refugees that they will all find new
homes within two years or less. “And
Hong Kong has begun to hope that it
will soon be fully relieved of its

burden.”

AT
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Pollution Controls—
a Pragmatic Approa

In 1978, the Pollution Control Unit of the Marine Department
removed 547,500 tonnes of refuse from the waters of Hong Kong.
The Air Pollution Unit of the Labour Department received and
investigated 974 air pollution complaints, of which 48 resulted in
prosecution with fines ranging from $200 to $2,000. The Urban
Council disposed of a total of 1 million tonnes of solid waste at
controlled tips, and burned a further 554,770 tonnes in incinerators.

Although in overall terms the volume
of pollution in Hong Kong compares
favourably with many other cities of
a similar size, these staggering figures
suggest that suitable measures have to
be taken in order to prevent our
environment  from  experiencing
deterioration which could be, in some
ways irreparable.

There is always debate, and some-
times dispute, between industrialists
and environmentalists — the practical
and the idealistic — whenever the
latter advocates anti-pollution con-
trols. In places where large areas of
land can be set aside solely for indus-
try, residence and recreation, the
confrontation may be less severe. But
in Hong Kong, where .industries pro-

liferate in residential - districts, and
intrude into scenic and recreational
spots, the ~enforcement of such
controls inevitably  brings about

controversies.

Although noise is apparently the
worst type of pollution since it affects
almost everybody, the contamination
of air and water is more serious.in the
sense that it may take away people’s
lives and - kill thousands of living
creatures. Environmentalists  have
usually associated air and water pollu-
| tion with industrial effluent, and have
proposed legislation  specifically
against industry.

The enforcement of such environ-
mental controls is however delicate in
Hong Kong, as in many other indus-
trialised countries such as Japan,

12

Singapore and Korea, since the
viability of their economy depends to
a great extent on the growth of
industry. The Hong Kong Government
is aware of this, and is extremely cau-
tious in formulating control policies.

“The objective of the Government
is, on one hand, to prevent deteriora-
tion of the environment by pollution,
while on the other hand, avoiding the
imposition of blanket controls which
can have a detrimental effect on the
economy,” a Government spokesman
said.

in view of this, major industrial
organisations including the Chamber,
Federation of Hong Kong Industries
(FHKI), the Chinese Manufacturers’
Association (CMA), were invited to
nominate representatives to sit on the
Environmental Protection Advisory
Committee  (EPCOM),  previously
known as the Advisory Committee on
Environmental Protection, This Com-
mittee, headed by the Secretary for
the Environment, Derek Jones, advises
Government on the implementation of
environmental protection measures.

At present, Government is actively
considering a package of anti-pollution
laws in a bid to protect Hong Kong'’s

environment from further deteriora-

tion. The draft legislation covers waste
disposal, water pollution, air pollution
and noise abatement. Legislation on
environmental impact will be consider-
ed at a later stage.

The detailed draft laws are now
making their way through EPCOM

vetting sessions, The draft waste dis-
posal Bill was discussed in EPCOM’s
last term earlier this year, and is now
before the Legislative Council. It is
hoped that the water and air pollution
drafts may be put to the Legco later
this year with the noise abatement
draft following in early 1980.

The concept behind the bills was
formulated with the help of a firm
of consultants from the United
Kingdom during a series of consulta-
tive sessions with members of EPCOM
two years ago.

In 1974, the Government appoint-
ed Environmental Resources Ltd to
study the extent of the pollution
problem in Hong Kong, and the
effectiveness of existing legislation on
environmental protection. ERL, in
considering Hong Kong’s social,
economic and industrial trend, advised
Government on the principles to be
incorporated into a general Environ-
mental Protection Ordinance. Subse-
quently in 1977, ERL recommended
five new Ordinances covering the
control of air, noise, water pollution,
disposal of solid wastes and the
preparation of environmental impact
statements.

On the recommendation of ERL,
Government set up the Environmental
Protection Unit to act as a central
coordinating body for the overall
anti-pollution strategy, and to prepare
an environmental protection pro-
gramme,

Principal Assistant Secretary for the
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Environment, Anthony Bennett told
The Bulletin that the new legislation
aims to produce control measures
which will match the emission of
various kinds of pollutants to the
ability of different areas to absorb
them,

“In the case of water pollution, for
example, because the strong tidal
current along the western coast of the
New Territories scours away liquid
effluent, control might not have to be
so stringent. On the other hand,
tougher control is needed in the fairly
enclosed area of Tolo Harbour where
there is no tidal effect for natural
scouring.”

“Similarly for air, greater control
has to be applied in areas where the air
current is fairly stable, such as the
Shatin Valley; and lesser control in
places where a constant wind blows,
such as Tap Sek Kok,” Mr Bennett
said.

“Apart from defining the different
areas, we also measure the amount of
emission created by each factory,” he
said. “Control is needed where the
level of effluent reaches a maximum
level. This means the installation of
suitable treatment devices, and if
necessary, a relocation of the indus-
tries,”

Mr Bennett pointed out that for
existing operations, control is required
only if the amount of effluent exceeds
30 per cent of what was originally
registered in the inventory check (a
record that indicates the amount of

¢ "k %
‘Lap Sap Chung’ on the beaches
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Construction noise - a constant hazard

effluent  produced by individual
operators) — unless the emission poses
any health hazard. Treatment devices
may however be required for new
plants which produce effluent, and
which are located in areas where the
absorption rate is low.

Some industrialists have alleged
that the existing discharges or deposits
into harbour areas or water control
zones do not come from industry
alone, but from domestic and other
sources. They said Government should
improve the present sewage system
and provide them with brochures
which lay down standard requirements
since the average industrialist is not
“technically competent” in identifying
the probibited discharges of effluent.

Government realises the introduc-
tion of controls will cost manu-
facturers money, and thus tries to
minimise the impact of these controls.
“Since Hong Kong depends very much
on its industry we don’t want to make
life difficult for manufacturers by
going to the extremes, and jeopardis-
ing the economy.” Mr Bennett said.
“We appreciate the potential difficul-
ties, and we work with manufacturers
to solve the problems.”

Industrialists agree that the Govern-
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ment has been generally sympathetic
to their problems. “The Government
has been very reasonable so far. |
believe it will be realistic in dealing
with environmental problems’ says
Managing Director of Union Metal
Works Ltd. S.H. Sung, who represents
the Chamber on EPCOM.

Nevertheless, industrialists warn
that if anti-pollution regulations are
too rigid, they could harm industry.
“The power to be exercised by the
Secretary under the proposed water
pollution Bill appears too extensive,”
Mr Sung said. “We feel that the appeal
systems or procedures should enable a
person to appeal if he is aggrieved by a
requirement of the Authority.”

“If the Government were to order
certain factories to relocate, or to
change their production methods, it
could seriously affect their economic
viability,” Executive Director of
FHKI, Cecil Chan said. “Since thisis a
very sensitive topic, we have had to
strike an appropriate balance. The
public must be protected, but industry
must not be hit too hard.” '

The Chairman of the Chamber’s
Industrial Affairs Committee, Dennis
Ting said, “Changes are needed, but
they should come gradually. We

should not simply follow slogans and
apply measures which might have an
immediate effect, but which might
hurt industry.”

According to EPCOM’s secretary,
Anthony Bennett, the new legislation
is aimed at incorporating existing
legislation, and where possible improv-
ing it; as well as defining a better
framework for a comprehensive and
long term approach.

The essence of the four anti-
pollution Bills — water, air, waste
disposal and noise abatement — are:

Water Pollution Control Ordinance.
Licences indicating the existing level
of effluent will be issued to individual
emitters. Operators are allowed to
exceed their existing level of emission
by 30 per cent, but any change of
process has to be reported. Treatment
devices may be required for new
plants,

Air Pollution Control Ordinance.
This is an extension of the Clean Air
Ordinance with several provisions
covering the emission from fuel users,
odour from existing and new indus-
tries, and effluent from industries
which could pose a pollution hazard.

Solid Waste Control Ordinance.
This will incorporate all existing
regulations plus their modifications.
The general idea is to cope with the
future, to make sure industries pro-
ducing particularly bad waste will have
proper transport and disposal facilities.

Noise Abatement Ordinance. Plan-
ned laws on noise will bring together
various existing pieces of legislation,
including the Public Health and Urban
Services Ordinance, which deals with
noise from ventilation equipment and
air-conditioners, and the Summary
Offences Ordinance, which deals with
neighbourhood and  construction
noise.

Secretary for Environment, Derek
Jones pointed out that existing indus-
tries were not likely to be faced with
rigorous additional standards, ‘‘but
people setting up new factories will be
expected to comply with certain
regulations, It’s always cheaper to put
in an air-conditioning unit while
you’re building a house than wait until
you’ve finished.”

“We're aiming to catch up with the
situation while it’s still fairly easy to
deal with. In Japan, they let the
situation get really bad, resulting in a
very sharp clampdown in some areas,”
Mr Jones said.
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Chamber group
enjoys memorable
- tour of China

Have you ever sat in an Illuyshin
18 aircraft parked on the tarmac
prior to take-off in a temperature
of 33°C?

This experience was shared by
the twenty members of the latest
group to visit China as part of
the Chamber’'s on-going pro-
gramme of tours arranged in
conjunction with China Travel
Service.

The air-conditioning system of
this aircraft does not function
until the cabin is pressurised at
about 8,000 feet, and the group

agreed that the heat was the

nearest thing to hell they had yet
experienced.

This however was one of the
very few sticky — literally —
moments in an otherwise highly
enjoyable and interesting tour.
The Group had the good fortune
to be offered a somewhat unusual
itinerary. Instead of concen-
trating on the familiar tourist
centres — Shanghai, Kweilin,
Hangchow etc. — this tour fea-
tured the less familiar Szechuan
Province and the Yangtze river.
Highlight of the trip was a relax-
ing three day boat journey down
the Yangtze, taking in the three
spectacular gorges close to the
boundary between Szechuan
and Hupei provinces.

The group also stayed in two
cities not on many many tourist
itineraries — Chengtu, capital of
Szechuan Province, and Chung-
king, wartime capital of China.

An evening was spent looking
around the city of Wanhsein, an
important river ‘port on the

Yangtze. According to the guide
accompanying the group, the
Chamber’'s Party was only the
fifth or sixth party of foreigners
to have visited this city. Certain-
ly the local children lost no
opportunity to study the group
at close quarters. A film star or
international sportsman could
not have attracted a bigger
crowd,

Most members found Sze-
chuan cuisine — including a
memorable 22 course meal —
certainly challenged the Can-
tonese in quality, despite the
protests of two loyal Cantonese
wives in the group.

After a brief visit to Wuhan,
the tour finished with three
crowded days in Peking, with an
opportunity to visit all the main
places of historic interest — the
Forbidden City, the Great Wall,
the Temple of Heaven, the
Summer Palace — as well as a
visit to the impressive Great Hall
of the People, which has only
recently been opened to tourists
(at a charge of five yuan!) The
group also paid its respects at
the mausoleum of Chairman
Mao.

Peking at this time of year is
extremely crowded with tourists,
many of them from other parts
of China. One member of the
group felt that he was in real
danger of being pushed off the
Great Wall, so congested has it
become on days when the
weather is good.

The group took it as a sign of
the good relations between the

Chamber and the Chinese author-
ities to have assigned to it Mr
Wang Kang of Head Office,
China Travel Service. Mr Wang
had been one of the party
officially assigned to Sir Murray
MacbLehose during his visit to
Peking, and he proved extremely
helpful in making sure that all
went well. .

The group was led by past
Chairman of the Chamber Leslie
Gordon, and was accompanied
by Assistant Director Harry
Garlick as group manager. Most
members of the group took along
their families, including a teenage
son and daughter.

Mr Gordon, during a reception
held on the last evening in
Peking, pointed = out that
although the group was described
simply as ‘expatriate’ members
of the Chamber, 11 different
nationalities or races were in fact
represented — a good indication
of the Chamber’s multi-national
membership.

All in all, everyone agreed that
it was a memorable fortnight,
even those who had visited China
previously,

A group of Chinese members
of the Chamber leaves Hong
Kong during October to follow a
similar, though not quite identi-
cal itinerary, and the Chamber
will continue to work with China
Travel Service to arrange future
visits for members, their wives
and families.

PHOTos}
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Group Leader Mr. Leslie Gordon (right) presentsa commemorative banner to Mr. Wang
Kang of Head Office, China International Travel Service. Mr. Wang accompanied the group
throughout its visit to China. Group Manager, Assistant Director, Mr. Harry Garlick is shown
left.

Eight members of the group actually made it to t

= e 3

he top of the Great Wall.

Boating on the East Lake at Wuhan —
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Garlick (centre)

— Mr. Stephen Garlick and Mr. Wolfgang
Roh (1st left).

Thegrouo
on boart A
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The group’s spontaneous performance of “The Monkey Opera‘’.

The children of Wanshan on the Yangtze River were amused by . ..

Sun set on the Yangtze.

Az

b travels through the Yangtze G
IMV “Red Sun in the East”,

Bots decided to test a Ming
th tub

Photography by Robert Bots and Stephen Garlick

17



¥ 2% Bh 1 ia i
- HEIR Ei“ﬁ( A& Ra

“““ ' HI|\\‘\\\\|\\\\|\‘“\\|\|\|\|\|‘\|"“““\Wm"'“"" e e r ﬁﬁﬁ g 193] y%
b BRI £ itA
WW IR - R
. & R 7012
ol > e

4 o

EREEFE ;
iype-3ie

B 15 L8 - j%%#%aaa
“I 1FB& IR IR RE 2 AEmla BB R
SEREIHA 0 B S FRPLTIEE o B
mm | g | AT T LB
OIS P MMiE%i@@ﬁég
! 'mgggﬁﬁwm%
Eﬁ' Bji ‘% H Ja Ha;_/_p_\ Ty ‘HMHH““‘HHH\M i HH ZK 'L = F l)\% Hé\z ;:';
[ﬁﬁfﬁ %}% ~ E B “...m.\ W»M||||||II“ IIlIluW 1||| : o BEolLUIIEHRER

’ ‘}J'ﬁiﬂ‘iﬁéﬁqﬂ?ﬁ?&
5 ’ /‘1$ EEZ
Fﬁ“i%‘ﬁ“ﬁﬂﬂ °

“ures pmRaE B

HRTEER2

OS5 i

(5 R BB B 7T 6 2 PRAE D

'
|:||||||| Jllthunl”ﬂ\l"

%;E

H HHM

i
Bl

‘u

1l “‘u‘ I
WWWW

| R(50)E89ET F R
2 th AESTRN R o

 REGERARAT
| m:: 3-240088

EQ%HA—TQ Elﬂﬁ
K%k BEEE
JEE fake o

iE D =Kz Em ot
O > BfEwE 1 3&

3-242526




Chamber
Worldwide

VIP Mission from US and
Canada Visits Chamber

A group of top level business ex-
ecutives from the United States and
Canada visited the Chamber on Sep-
tember 12.

The VIP group, arranged by the
Trade Development Council, came
here to study the market situation,
and the opportunity of expanding
their involvement in trade. During
their discussion with members of the
North America Area Committee, the
executives  suggested that local
businessmen  might change their
marketing thinking, and manufacturers
should be prepared to take smaller
orders for quality merchandise.

Trade Manager W.S. Chan ready to greet visitors to the Hong Kong

Chairman Geoffrey Archer (centre left) and members of the North America Area Committee

discuss mutual trading problems with the US/Canada VIP mission.

In Order to be Successful in
Japan, HK Must Upgrade
Its Products

Japanese buyers are brand-name
conscious, and Hong Kong manu-
facturers therefore must upgrade their
products, and possibly establish their
own brands, if they want to be
successful in the Japanese market.

Trade Division -Manager of the
Chamber, Ernest Leong, who returned

from Kyushu on Sept. 21, reported
that fur coats, expensive watches and
jewellery are popular items among
Japanese buyers.

Between Sept. 6 and 21, a 16-
member selling mission of the
Chamber, led by newly appointed
Legislative Councillor Wong Po Yan,
visited Oita, Fukuoka, Nagasaki,
Kumamoto and Kagoshima.

“Kyushu buyers. want to buy

sophisticated items of good quality.”
=

Hong Kong -

stand the Berlin fair.
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Only Jules Sabourin
offers you such a choice of quality wines.

Jules Sabourin has always been  wines, at a very palatable price. Rouge, Beaujolais (Burgundy) and
famous for offering a portfolio of If the occasion calls for awine  Cotes du Rhone.
quality wines with outstanding that’s a bit more grand, then the The delicate Whites are just as
value for money. Jules Sabourin range of fine, inviting — Graves, Premieres Cotes

It's a name to know and trust, traditional French wines is perfect.  de Bordeaux and Bourgogne Aligote
whatever kind of wine you enjoy. These carry the coveted (Burgundy).

The Jules Sabourin French table  “Appellation Controlee”, which is Whichever wine you like, always
wines are already a popular choice  your guarantee of consistent high look for Jules Sabourin on the label,
for everyday enjoyment. There’s a quality. The wide variety reads like  to be sure of satisfaction.
selection of six wines (3 Whites, 2 an honour roll of classic French Only Jules Sabourin can offer
Reds and a Rosé). Each embodies wine — Saint Emilion, Medoc, you such a choice of quality wines
the best characteristics of French Margaux (Bordeaux), Bourgogne in Hong Kong.

Jules Sabourin. Only the taste is expensive.
Caldbeck’s. Only the best.




Mr. Leong said. “Fur coats, including
mink, fox, leopard cat, and lamb skin
are in great demand, Our fur coats are
sold at one-third of the prices of those
retailed in Kyushu.”

Mr. Leong added that sophisticated
toys, high-fashion garments, high
quality handbags and shoes, Chinese
rosewood furniture and hand-woven
carpets are also marketable items.

“We believe that the high pur-
chasing power of the Japanese in
Kyushu, which has a total population
of 14 million, will represent a pro-
fitable market for Hong Kong manu-
facturers, ’ he said.

He said the Chamber may send
further missions to Kyushu and to
other prefectures in Japan in future,
and is at present working closely with
the fjapan External Trade Centre and
the trade association in Kyushu to
determine precisely the type of pro-
ducts Japanese buyers want.

“The Japanese Government and
Chambers of Commerce officials have
been extremely helpful with our
current visit, and they have promised
further assistance in future”, Mr.
Leong said.

Japanese businessmen from Oita,
Fukuoka and Nagasaki are planning to
visit Hong Kong in October and
November to take a broader look at
the wide range of products here.
Businessmen from Kagoshima are also
planning similar visits for next year.

“With increased contacts between
the two territories, | am sure Hong
Kong can establish a stronger foothold
in Japan, and enjoy a bigger share of
the Japanese import market.” Mr.
Leong said.

Hong Kong Traders Secure
Record Business at Berlin

Hong Kong companies at this year’s
Berlin Trade Fair, held between
September 17 and 23, have secured
orders worth more than $9 million.

This is about three times as much
as the business concluded last year, and
is a record for Hong Kong attendance
at the Fair since 1968.

In addition, the Hong Kong
Pavilion has attracted a larger number
of visitors than any other stand at the
Fair. _

Main items sold at the Fair included
travel goods, attache cases, watches,
toys, electronic products, household
goods, imitation jewellery, silk flowers
and gift items.

The Chamber’s mission in action in Oita.

The Director of the Chamber,
Jimmy McGregor, says that the
spectacular growth is due to a very
heavy and sustained demand in
Western Europe across a wide range of
consumer goods. “Demand in the
United Kingdom and other West Euro-
pean countries is also strong despite
fears of a recessionary trend next year.
Hong Kong prices and qualities appear
to be very attractive,” he said.

The 17th Overseas Import Fair —
Partners for Progress — is the largest
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of its kind in Europe, and attracts
thousands of buyers, importers, re-

tailers and wholesalers from West
Germany and other  European
countries.

So far this year, more than $2,460
million worth - of products, including
garments, travel goods, toys, and
watches have been exported to West
Germany. This represents an increase
of some 50% over the same period in
1978.

iIn-Tray
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Chamber News

New Members

The following companies joined the
Chamber during August:—
Che & Trading Co.
Foremost Textile Corporation
GKN international (S.E. Asia) Ltd.
Goodview Manufacturer Co.
Harbour Phoenix Limited
Hoi Shun Trading Co.
Maxpro International (Hong Kong) Ltd.
Marchwood Limited
Mee Sun Mfg. Co. Ltd.
Ngai Shing Engineering Mfy.
Orient Consolidation Service (HK) Ltd.
S & T Enterprises Ltd.
Sumber Asia Trading Company
Tolani & Associates
Tung Yick Industries Company
William E. Connor (H.K.) Ltd.

Standard Factory Buildings
For New Industrial Ventures

The Hong Kong Industrial Estates
Corporation is considering putting up
standard factory premises on the
estates to accommodate industries
which qualify for sites and which may
wish to get into production quickly.

These buildings, which will
incorporate high ceilings and heavy
floor loading, will be equipped with all
the necessary infrastructural and
related facilities for the industries
which are being increasingly located
on estate sites at Taipo.

The Executive Director of the
Estates Corp., Victor Miller, told
members of the Electronics Com-
mittee of the Chamber at a meeting on
September 5 that such buildings are
expected to be in demand. The likely
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rent for these premises would be in
the region of $3 per sq. ft. per month.

In the meantime, Mr Miller said the
Corporation may give consideration
to industries, such as advanced
electronics operation, which must
locate in.special buildings due to the
need to use vibration-free machines of
high technological quality. He stressed
however that the normal selection
criteria will remain the guiding
principles in assessing applications for
sites.

In regard to the new opportunities
in China. Mr Miller said this has not
reduced the number of applications
for industrial estate sites. The
Corporation receives an average of 40
applications a year.

Since its establishment in 1976, the
Corporation has received a tota) of
137 applications, 38 of which have
been approved, and 20 sites have been
granted. A further five applications are
under active negotiation.

Altogether, the 20 grantees will
invest about $461.3 million. Their
industrial operations are expected to
generate annual sales of over $838
million.
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300 Traders Attend Export
Document Briefing

More than 300 businessmen and
executives attended a briefing session
on the lastest developments in aligned
export documents on September 6.

The briefing, arranged by the Hong
Kong Trade Facilitation Committee
(HKTFC) in conjunction with the
Chamber, was held in the Grand
Ballroom of the Hilton Hotel.

Principal Trade Officer of the Trade
Industry and Customs Department and
Chairman of the Documentation Sub-
Committee of the HKTFC, Jonathan
Y.C. Ng said at the briefing that the
“one run method’’ of producing
aligned export documents is intended
to ease the costs and time involved in
the preparation of export documents.

Chamber Holds Luncheon
For Blaker

The Chamber hosted a luncheon on
September 25 for Mr. Peter Blaker,
M.P., Minister of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs in the
United Kingdom Government, in the

Grand Ballroom of the Hilton Hotel.
The luncheon was attended by the

Governor and a number of senior

officials and businessmen as well as

a large number of Chamber members.

Chinese Language Examination

The Chamber will hold its next
Cantonese and Mandarin Examinations
on November 3 in the Boardroom of
the Chamber.

The examination will be conducted
by qualified examiners from the two
universities.

An examination fee of $75 per
candidate is required. Those who wish
to take part should write to Miss
Louise Wong of the Chamber.

Peter Blaker MP addresses Chamber

members.
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SIEMENS

To meet the rising need
or power | *

163/78 HK 5

to China Light & Power Co., Ltd.
Whether building new installations or
expanding existing power distribution
systems, Siemens engineers assist
customers in evaluating their particular
requirements, and work out the best
solution to ensure reliable operation.

‘ Jebsen&Co.,Ltd.l Hong Kong

Siemens Division _
Prince’s Building Tel: 5-225111

The rising demand for power calls for
distribution systems that are truly
reliable, round the clock, throughout
the year, year after year.

Hong Kong's electrical power plants
are controlled through Siemens-
supplied mosaic switchboards, and
the electricity they produce is switch- @
ed by the most modern and reliable
SFe metal-clad switchgear available
today. Two large substations — Castle '§f
Peak and Shatin — which will feed
the requirements of two new towns,
were supplied by Siemens

Siemens for aII electrical engineering

J

B China Light & Power “Castle Peak” Substation
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What in the world does it mean?

In the world it means a group of specialists in It means a better standard of life for the people
many activities. ‘ . of Hong Kong A

In Hong Kong it means shipping, insurance,
automobiles and buses, office machinery, food and drink,
watches, sail-making, and much much more — including - i
finding international markets for practically everything
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made in Hong Kong. ._-'” S
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